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was honoured with a visit from brother Jordan of holy
memory, Master of the whole Order of Friars Preachers, who
said unto him: " Brother, be not ashamed if the Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ draw thee to Himself by one foot"
When therefore he had thus lain a long while in the cellar,
where he had not been able to hear mass (for the brethren
sang no mass in the friary, but went to hear divine service
and to sing their masses in the parish church), then his in-
firmity became so desperate that, as the surgeons judged, his
foot must needs be cut off. But, when the axe was brought,
and the foot had been bared, a little blood and matter came
forth, which promised some hope; wherefore that hard judg-
ment was deferred for a while. Meanwhile he conceived a
certain hope that, if he were led to some saint, he might
recover his foot and his health. Wherefore, when brother
Agnello [the Provincial minister] came, he bade that brother
Solomon should be taken to some shrine beyond the sea with-
out delay, and as conveniently as might be. It came to pass,
then, that his faith belied him not; nay rather, he waxed
so strong as to walk without crutch, and to celebrate mass,
(p. 17.) At Cambridge the Brethren were received first by
the burghers of the town, who granted unto them the Old
Synagogue, hard by the Castle. But, seeing that the neigh-
bourhood of the prison was intolerable to them (for the
gaolers and the brethren had but one door of entrance) the
king gave them ten marks wherewith to buy a rent which
should satisfy his exchequer for the rent of their site; and
thus the brethren built a chapel so miserably poor, that a
single carpenter in one day made and set up 14 pairs of
rafters,
25     CHAUCER'S FRIAR
There is overwhelming evidence to show that all thoughtful people,
orthodox or unorthodox, recognized dearly the decadence of the mendi-
cant orders before the end of the fourteenth century. The fbUowi&g two
extracts from Piers Plowman do but put into picturesque language an
indictment which can be substantiated from the most unimpeachable
business records. A third long passage at the very end of &e book is
still more unfavourable (B, xx. 211 &}.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